
Key Facts and Statistics about youth who age out of Foster Care

● 25% of America’s foster care population is over the age of 13 1

● There are approximately 23,000 children who age out of the US foster care system every year 2

● 1 out of 5 teens who age out of the system become instantly homeless 2

● Only about half of aged out youth have found gainful employment by the age of 24 2

● Although most foster kids would like to go to college, only 3% of those who age out will ever

attain a bachelor’s degree 2

● 1 in 4  aged out youth still suffer from the direct effects of PTSD 2

Michigan performs worse than the national average in regard to aged out youth

outcomes.  In Michigan by the age of 21:
● 41% have full or part time income (compared to 49% of aged out youth nationally) 3

● 66% have high school diploma or GED (compared to 76%) 3

● 59% have stable housing (vs 70%) 3

● 34% are parents (vs 31%) 3

Research confirms that more supports at a later age (beyond the age of 18) results in

better outcomes for aged out and transition aged youth.4 Longer involvement in foster

care beyond age 18 is linked to:

● Higher rates of employment

● Higher education

● Lower rates of homelessness

● Lower rates of young adult parenthood
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